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the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item inrem a™nai application in 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original languaqe into the followina 
Se^Rules 1^3 anVS .S 396 * " tranS ' ati ° n f ° r the PUrp ° SeS ° f = " set™ 9 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aDDlication and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: appl,cat,on and 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 ' D IlLf S5 on «-i in . tne , case J" 1 *? more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relatinq thereto 
^ii e ^ f r I led , 0r ^ ,m ^ h f d '^ e required dements that the information in the subsequent or addflfonal 
W?p?aSS furnished* 6 aPP ' iCati ° n 38 ** ° f d0eS n0t 9 ° bey ° nd the app,icaSon ™^Tas 

4. Additional comments: 



Form PCT7ISA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCTAJS2004/029526 



Box No. II Priority 
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H copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436/s.l and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43<fc>/s.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43b/s.1 and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. □ It has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim because a copy of the priority document 

was not available to the ISA at the time that the search was conducted (Rule 17.1) This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 
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Claims 


1-4,7,9-17 


Inventive step (IS) 
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Claims 


1-7,9-17 


Industrial applicability (IA) 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 94/07225 A (AT/COMM INCORPORATED) 31 March 1 994 (1 994-03-31 ) 
D2: US 2002/08491 8 A1 (ROACH JOHN EDWARD) 4 July 2002 (2002-07-04) 
D3: US-A-5 008 661 (RAJ ET AL) 1 6 April 1 991 (1 991 -04-1 6) 
D4: FR-A-2 637 71 2 (DUBUC PAUL) 1 3 April 1 990 (1 990-04-1 3) 

1. Clarity (Art. 6 PCT). 

Claims 9. 13 

Although claims 9 and 13 have been drafted as separate independent claims, they 
appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter because claim 13 contains all 
the features of claim 9 and differ from each other only with regard to the terminology 
used for the features of that subject-matter. The aforementioned claims therefore 
lack conciseness and as such do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

2. Novelty (Art. 33 (2) PCT). 

Claim 9 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

an apparatus for providing a hazardous material alert for use with a vehicle that is 
transporting hazardous material (pag. 2, lin. 29-35, pag. 3, lin. 3-6, pag. 5, lin. 10-16, 
pag. 5, lin. 30-36; fig. 1), the apparatus comprising: 

means for detecting an hazard event (pag. 3, lin. 13-18, pag. 6, lin. 1-6, pag. 8, lin. 33 
- pag. 9, lin. 6; fig. 1 -3); and 

means for transmitting the hazardous material alert in response to the hazard event, 
wherein the hazardous material alert includes information relating to the hazardous 
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material (pag. 3, lin. 8-13 and 28-34, pag. 8, lin. 33 - pag. 9, lin. 6, pag. 9, lin. 19-26). 

As all the features of claim 9 are present in the same combination in document D1 , 
the subject-matter of claim 9 is not new (Article 33 (2) PCT). 

It is pointed out that the subject-matter of claim 9 is not new (Article 33 (2) PCT) also 
over the disclosure of documents D2 (see par. 0013, 0014, 0019, 0021, 0026, 0069- 
0073, 0076-0079; fig. 1 , 2, 5), D3 (see col. 5, lin. 3-1 1 , 26-38 and 45-58, col. 6, lin. 2- 
10, 30-41 and 48-59, col. 7, lin. 25-34, col. 8, lin. 6-12, col. 8, lin. 65 - col. 9, lin. 18, 
col. 9, lin. 27-46, col. 12, lin. 23-27; fig. 1, 8) or D4 (see pag. 1, lin. 1-7, pag. 2, lin. 22- 
24, pag. 3, lin. 30 - pag. 4, lin. 7, pag. 6, lin. 10-25, pag. 7, lin. 30 - pag. 8, lin. 31 , 
pag. 1 0, lin. 36 - pag. 1 1 , lin. 31 , pag. 1 9, lin. 1 5-24 and 30-34). 

Claim 1 

The subject-matter of claim 1 corresponds in terms of method steps to that of claim 
9. The objections raised in respect of this latter claim, therefore, also apply, mutatis 
mutandis, to claim 1 which is thus not new (Article 33 (2) PCT). 

Claim 13 

The subject-matter of claim 13 corresponds to that of claim 9 and defines more 
specifically "the means for detecting a hazard event" as "a detection logic for 
receiving an indication that a hazard event has occurred", and "the means for 
transmitting the hazardous material alert in response to the hazard event" as "a 
transmission logic coupled to the detection logic and operating to transmit the 
hazardous material alert in response to hazard event", both the detection logic and 
the transmission logic being disclosed in documents D1-D4 (see the corresponding 
cited passages mentioned for claim 9). The objections raised in respect of claim 9, 
therefore, also apply, mutatis mutandis, to claim 13 which is thus not new (Article 33 
(2) PCT). 

Claim 17 
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The subject-matter of claim 1 7 corresponds in terms of computer- readable media 
comprising instructions to that of claim 9. The objections raised in respect of this 
latter claim, therefore, also apply, mutatis mutandis, to claim 17 which is thus not new 
(Article 33 (2) PCT). 

Claims 2.4. 10. 12. 15. 1fi 

The subject-matter of dependent claims 2, 4, 10, 12, 15, 16 is also not new (Article 
33 (2) PCT) because the same additional features are present in the same 
combination in document D1 : 

- Claims 2, 10, 15: pag. 8, lin. 33 - pag. 9, lin. 6, pag. 9, lin. 19-26; 

- Claims 4, 1 2, 1 6: pag. 3, lin. 28-34. 

Claims 2. 3. 10. 11.1 4. 1S 

The subject-matter of dependent claims 2, 3, 10, 1 1, 14, 15 is also not new (Article 
33 (2) PCT) because the same additional features are present in the same 
combination in document D2: 

- Claims 2, 1 0, 1 5: par. 0077; 

- Claims 3, 1 1 , 1 4: par. 0077. 

Claims 4. 12. 16 

The subject-matter of dependent claims 4, 12, 16 is also not new (Article 33 (2) PCT) 
because the same additional features are present in the same combination in 
document D3 (col. 7, lin. 25-34). 

Claims 2. 7. 10. is 

The subject-matter of dependent claims 2, 7, 10, 15 is also not new (Article 33 (2) 
PCT) because the same additional features are present in the same combination in 
document D4: 

- Claims 2, 1 0, 1 5: pag. 7, lin. 30 - pag. 8, lin. 31 , pag. 1 9, lin. 1 5-22; 

- Claim 7: pag. 1 1 , lin. 1 -31 , pag. 1 9, lin. 23-24. 
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3. Inventive Step (Art. 33 (3) PCT). 

Claims 5. 6 

The additional features in the subject-matter of claims 5, 6 are a matter of normal 
design option. Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 5, 6 appears to lack an 
inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 4) (EPO-January 2004) 



